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Meeting #6Meeting #6

1. Welcome/Introductions

2. Classification System

3. Design Guidelines

4. Program Framework

5. Indian Community Outreach

6. Next Steps

Meeting AgendaMeeting Agenda



Progress Since Last TAC Progress Since Last TAC 
MeetingMeeting

• Completed ADOT Access 
Classifications

• Redefining Indian Community 
Outreach Program

• Created the Design Elements and 
Initiated Design Team Review
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Access Classification System



FW (freeway)

SF (service and frontage roads)

UC  (urban secondary)

UB  (urban mixed)
RB  (rural secondary)

UA  (urban principal)RA  (rural principal)

MR (major regional)

Arizona State Highway
(Draft) Access Management Categories

Category Map LegendCategory Map Legend



All All 
CategoriesCategories

FreewaysFreeways
FWFW



FW & FW & 
Major Major 

RegionalRegional

FW, MR, FW, MR, 
& Rural A& Rural A



All All 
CategoriesCategories

TucsonTucson



Prescott DistrictPrescott District



Sample Assignment ListingSample Assignment Listing

Access Design ElementsAccess Design Elements

• Drafted a set access design elements

– Category design elements

– Access location and design 

• Design Team is currently reviewing
– Senior HQ and District Staff

• Traffic Engineers discussion today

• March 6 – Working meeting



Access Design ElementsAccess Design Elements

• Driveway Geometrics

• Turn Lane warrants and design

• Access location and spacing

• Spacing of signals

• Medians

Preliminary volume warrantsPreliminary volume warrants



Entering Sight DistanceEntering Sight Distance

Left Turn Storage LengthsLeft Turn Storage Lengths



Other Access Design IssuesOther Access Design Issues

• Visibility of the access connection
• Sight Distances
• Selection of the Design Vehicle
• Drainage
• Cattle guards and gates
• Emergency access only.
• Earthwork.

• Side slopes at access, erosion control.
• Design Variances

• Exception and Waiver Procedures



Chapter 1. IntroductionChapter 1. Introduction

• Authority for program, both ADOT and local 
government

• Why manage access?
– What happens if we don’t.

– Needs and benefits explained

– Safety and engineering principles

– Benefits to state economy

– Benefits for public safety

• Organization of the Manual

• How are access decisions made by ADOT

• Local government coordination

• The access category system 

• Types of access permits issued

• Decision and process flow chart (s) 

Chapter 2.  Access DecisionChapter 2.  Access Decision--MakingMaking
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• Two new rules within the Administrative Code:

1. Access Permitting  2. Access Category 
Assignments

• The Rules address all mandatory procedures 
affecting an applicant

• Any process, standard or requirement that places a 
burden on the applicant

• Any requirement which is enforceable

• All potential contents of a permit

Chapter 3. Access Permitting RulesChapter 3. Access Permitting Rules
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• How ADOT and other agencies share 
information

• How to review land use changes and 
proposed development

• Assessing traffic and safety impacts 

• Model land development ordinances with 
access management and elements

Chapter 4.  Coordination with Local, State, Chapter 4.  Coordination with Local, State, 
Federal Agencies and Tribal EntitiesFederal Agencies and Tribal Entities
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• Process for developing a plan

• Multi-agency involvement

• Involving all stakeholders: land owners, 
lessees, roadway users

• Legal process (IGAs, Adoptions, 
incorporations, recording)

• Templates, models for AMPs.

Chapter 5.  Access Management PlansChapter 5.  Access Management Plans
for Corridorsfor Corridors
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• Standards for studies

• Traffic Studies Content (TIA’s)

• Determine short-term and long-term 
impacts

• Safety Evaluation

• Determining conformity of access with new 
State access rules

Chapter 6.  Traffic Studies and EngineeringChapter 6.  Traffic Studies and Engineering
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• When are access deeds obtained to control 
access

• Freeways, major regionals, interchange 
crossroads

• Managing changes in access control 

Chapter 7.  Access Control by OwnershipChapter 7.  Access Control by Ownership
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• Engineering, operation, and safety issues

• Access Control extending along crossroad

• Extending medians along cross road

• Frontage road intersection treatments

• When the cross road is not a state highway

Chapter 8.  Managing Access at and near Chapter 8.  Managing Access at and near 
InterchangesInterchanges
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• Access construction plans and specifications 

• Inspection and specification enforcement.

• IGAs for large access projects.

• Access Design templates, typical plans and 
design guidance

• Design references

Chapter 9.  Access Design and ConstructionChapter 9.  Access Design and Construction
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Internal FrameworkInternal Framework
• Revising ADOT administrative structure for 

access permitting ?

– Role of lead office at HQ? 

– District permit coordinators report to?

• Access permitting process
– New system in development (software)



Indian Community Outreach

Indian Community OutreachIndian Community Outreach

• Work with each of the  23 Communities 

• Tribal Letter

• On-going process

• Develop Access Management 
understanding with each Community.



Next Steps

Next StepsNext Steps

• District by District Classifications 
Review by Local Agencies

• Complete Draft Design Guidelines

• Initiate Framework Discussions

• Continue Indian Community Outreach 
Efforts

• Continue Other Outreach Efforts
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